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Violet man booked with attempted murder
A Violet man was booked 

with attempted murder after 
he allegedly tried to shoot his 
girlfriend with a rifle during an 
argument, Sheriff James Pohl-
mann said.

Clarence Grose, 46, of the 
7900 block of East St. Bernard 
Highway, and his girlfriend, 
Tammy Martin, 47, were in-
volved in a domestic distur-
bance in the early morning 
hours of Feb. 25 while traveling 
in a vehicle along St. Bernard 

Highway.
Sheriff Pohlmann said Grose 

pulled to the side of the road 
during the altercation, exit-
ed the vehicle and retrieved a 
10/22 caliber long rifle from un-
der the back seat. Grose fired 
two rounds at Martin, missing 
both times, and then the rifle 
jammed. Martin was not hit 
and fled in Grose’s truck.

Grose also was booked with 
illegal carrying of a weapon and 
violation of a protective order, 

Sheriff Pohlmann said. He is 
being held in St. Bernard Par-
ish Prison in lieu of $250,000 
bond.

Martin is out on bond await-
ing trial on charges involv-
ing the 2014 killing of her es-
tranged husband, Ricky Moser. 
Martin was indicted in 2015 on 
charges for inciting a felony in 
connection with Moser’s death. 
Kory Mattox was charged with 
second degree murder for 
shooting and killing Moser. Clarence Grose, booking photo

See DISTRICT LINES on Page 9

New St. Bernard Parish Elementary District Lines approved
The St. Bernard Parish Public Schools will 

be opening its seventh elementary school 
this August, Arlene Meraux Elementary 
School. The new school is being opened to 
accommodate the district’s ever-growing 
student population in the upper portion of 
the parish.

In preparation for the new school, board 
members approved new elementary district 
lines at the February 21st meeting. District 
lines were created by administrators after 
closely reviewing current neighborhood 
maps and projected growth potential for 
each of the neighborhoods.

Currently, Davies Elementary has over 
870 students, Lacoste Elementary has over 
900 students, and Chalmette and Arabi El-
ementary each have over 700 students. 
New district lines will reduce each of these 

New St. Bernard Parish Public Schools elementary district lines for the 2017-2018 school year as approved by the board members at the February 21, 2017 meeting.
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MARCH 3 - APRIL 7
• St. Bernard Catholic Church Annual 
Lenten Seafood Dinners, located at 2805 
Bayou Road, St. Bernard, will have its An-
nual Lenten Seafood Dinners beginning on 
March 3, through April 7, 2017, from 5:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  Prices vary depending on 
the dinner or po-boy.  We have fried shrimp, 
oysters, fish, stuffed crabs along with lots 
of sides such as green beans, potato salad, 
baked mac, shrimp fettuccini, gumbo, etc.  
Drinks and desserts are also available for 
$1.00 each.   

MARCH 4
• Shriner’s Presidents & Captains Ball, 
Landmark Hotel, 2601 Severn Ave, Metairie, 
LA  (Free Parking). Room Rates: $110 per 
night or $150 SUITE per night. Call Land-
mark Hotel for room reservations. Ball Tick-
ets: $80.00 Shriner & Lady per person. $100 
Non-Member per person *Call Shrine Center 
(985) 725-1716 for ball tickets.
• Supper And Substance, hosted by Our 
Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church at The Red 
Barn in Meraux. “Rockin’ Around the Clock” 
is the theme of the buffet supper featuring 
guest speaker couple Eric and Lisa Johnsen 
of Covington. Reservations are required by 
March 1. Call Deborah Keller at 504-259-
8929 for ticket information. 6PM

MARCH 8
• Members of NARFE (National Active 
and Retired Federal Employees Associa-
tion) Chapter 1398, St. Bernard, will hold 
its monthly meeting  on Wednesday, March 
8, 2017, beginning at 11a.m., in the Sicilian 
Room of Rocky and Carlos Restaurant on 
St. Bernard Highway. All active and retired 
federal employees and their spouses are in-
vited and encouraged to attend.

MARCH 11
• Gary Bergeron vs. Christon Edwards, 
Cypress Bayou Casino. Bell time is 7:00 
p.m. Tickets are $1000 for VIP Tables (Seats 
8), $125 for VIP Ringside, $25 for advance 
tickets and $30 at the door. Get your tickets 
online at www.boxncar.com, Red Lerille’s, 
Planet Nutrition (Johnston St and New Ibe-
ria), and Cajun Fitness (Rayne, LA). 

MARCH 13
• The Knights of Nemesis Social Club and 
Parade, monthly social meeting on Monday,  
March 13, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. at Frozen  
Fantasies, 3120 E. Judge Perez Drive, Mer-
aux, La. All members and prospective mem-
bers are invited to attend. Food will be pro-
vided. 

MARCH 15
• St. Bernard Tourist Commission, meet-
ing at The Best Western Plus, 3400 Paris 
Road, Chalmette, LA. Agenda: upcoming 
events, marketing, and planning. 4:00 PM

MARCH 16
• St. Bernard Volunteers and Community 
(SBVFC), meeting at Rocky & Carlo Restau-
rant. 10:30 AM

MARCH 24
• Starry Night astronomy program, Join 
park rangers and the Pontchartrain Astron-
omy Society for star gazing and a night 
hike. 6:30-8:30 p.m. Friday, March 24. Free. 
Barataria Preserve of Jean Lafitte National 
Historical Park and Preserve, 6588 Barataria 
Blvd. in Marrero (near Crown Point). 689-
3690;10 or www.nps.gov/jela.

MARCH 25
• St. Bernard Parish School Board Em-
ployees Lions Club, 9th Annual Golf Tour-
nament, Oak Harbor Golf Course, 11:30 AM 
Sign-in, 11:30AM-12:30PM Putting contest 
qualifying, 12:30PM Putting contest finals, 
1:00 PM Shotgun start. $90/golfer; $360/
team. For additional information contact: 
Paul Granberry, 504-818-8932; David Fer-
nandez, 504-818-8935; Charles Raviotta, 
504-577-0435. Proceeds to benefit the St. 
Bernard Parish School Board Employees Li-
ons Club.

APRIL 1
• St. Bernard Irish Italian Islenos Com-
munity Parade & Marching Club, set to hit 
the streets of Chalmette at 11 AM (March-
ers) and 12 Noon (Floats).  A limited amount 
of floats are still available for the 2017 pa-
rade, if interested or for more information 
please contact Chad O’Neil, 504.655.7555 
or Danny O’Neil 504.655.7553 or email us 
at iiiparade@att.net. The club is now ac-
cepting Princesses ages 10-17 for the 2017 
Princess float in the parade, the cost to be 
a Princess is $125 and includes your ride 
on a float, insurance, tiara, sash, reception 
dinner and more. For more information or 
to sign up a Princess please contact Mary 
O’Neil, 504.638.4476 or mary_oneil@bell-
south.net.

APRIL 8
• St. Bernard Sporls Hall of Fame’s 22 
Annual Induction Awards Ceremony, 
Bobby April, guest speaker. Frederick J. 
Sigur Civic Center in Chalmette at 6:30pm. 
Tickets are $500/table of ten or $50/person, 
which includes dinner and an open bar (beer 
and wine). A cash bar will be available for 
other beverages. Please forward all ticket 
inquiries to one of the following Hall of Fame 
board members: Roy Cortes (985) 246-
8354; Dr. Bryan Frichter (Teasurer) (504) 
554-2685; Eddie Appel (President) (504) 
301-6135; Dr. Jerry Graves (Vice-President) 
fortyarpentbacks@yahoo.com.

Daily
• Battle of New Orleans Talk, Discover 
1815’s Battle of New Orleans with a rang-

er talk 10:45 a.m. and 2:45 p.m. daily. Free. 
Chalmette Battlefield of Jean Lafitte Nation-
al Historical Park and Preserve, 8606 West 
St. Bernard Highway, Chalmette. 281-0510 
or www.nps.gov/jela.   
• Walk the Wetlands - Explore Louisiana 
swamp and marsh on a ranger-guided walk 
10:00 a.m. Wednesday-Sunday. Free. Bara-
taria Preserve of Jean Lafitte National His-
torical Park and Preserve, 6588 Barataria 
Blvd. in Marrero (near Crown Point). 689-
3690;10 or www.nps.gov/jela.
• Chalmette National Cemetery Tour - 
Walk the national cemetery to discover its 
history and the stories of some of the thou-
sands buried there. Meet at front porch of old 
cemetery superintendent’s lodge (two-story 
brick building just inside cemetery gate). 
Through March: Sundays, Mondays, Thurs-
days, Saturdays at 10:00 a.m., noon, 2:00 
p.m.; Fridays noon, 2:00 p.m., 3:00 p.m. 
Free. Chalmette National Cemetery of Jean 
Lafitte National Historical Park and Preserve, 
8606 West St. Bernard Highway, Chalmette. 
281-0510 or www.nps.gov/jela.
• Crescent City Culinaire Series - Free. 
French Quarter Visitor Center of Jean Lafitte 
National Historical Park and Preserve, 419 
Decatur Street, New Orleans. 589-3882 ext. 
227 or www.nps.gov/jela.
  • Folklife Foodways Walk - French 

Quarter tour with emphasis on New 
Orleans and south Louisiana cuisine 
(tour serves up plenty of history, but no 
food). 1:00-3:00 p.m., Thursday, March 
16. Free but space limited so reserva-
tions required; call 589-3882;227.

  • St. Joseph’s Altar - Local histori-
an Laura Guccione sets up an altar to 
share the history of a tradition brought 
to New Orleans by Italian/Sicilian im-
migrants. Tuesday, March 7, through 
Saturday, March 18. Free.

Weekly, Thursday
• St. Bernard Social Ride, Start your New 
Year with our bike riding group. We ride at 
night with lighted wheels through neighbor-
hoods in St. Bernard Parish. Meet at 6:00 
PM, Ride at 7:00 PM (sharp). Meets at First 
Baptist Church, Chalmette, 305 E. St. Ber-
nard Hwy., Chalmette, LA. Lights on sale 
before the ride. $7.00/wheel. On FB - “St 
Bernard Social Ride” and join our group.

Monthly, 4th Wednesday
• St. Bernard Parish Hospital’s Alzhei-
mer’s Caregiver Support Group, designed 
to provide emotional, educational, and so-
cial support for caregiver’s through regularly 
scheduled meetings. Participants develop 
methods and skills to solve problems. The 
group encourages caregivers to maintain 
their own personal, physical, and emotional 
health, as well as optimally care for the per-
son with Dementia. St. Bernard Parish Hos-
pital first floor conference room, 2:00 PM.

Submit Your Events to editor@thestbernardnews.com or call us at 504-832-1481.

Listing additions or changes send to: 
The St. Bernard News

1519 E Judge Perez Suite 2 Chalmette, LA 70043
Phone: 504-832-1481 Fax: 504-837-5923

Email: editor@thestbernardnews.com

Assembly of God 
Church 494-7378
1561 Hwy. 46, St. Bernard, Sun.
services 10am & 5:30pm
Wed. Bible study 7pm

Assumption of Our 
Lady Catholic Church
682-5607 • 6951 Hwy. 39,
Braithwaite Tue. & Thu. masses
7:30am • Sat. 4pm • Sun. 11am

Bethlehem Baptist 
Church 682-0675
111 Bethlehem Lane, Braithwaite
Sun. School 8am, worship 9am
Thu. Bible study 7pm

Call on Me Ministries a
non-denominational Christian Church
298-1019 • 3620 De La Ronde Dr.
Sunday 10am, Hands-on-Prayer is
Tues-Thurs 12-3pm

Carolyn Park Presbyte-
rian Church
7408 W. Judge Perez Dr, Arabi. 
733-2326 • Sun. worship 11am

Chalmette Church of 
Christ 250-8492
200 De La Ronde Dr. Sun. Bible
study 9am, worship 10am & 6pm
Wed. Bible study 7pm

Celebration Church
831-9673 • 7500 W. Judge Perez
Dr., Arabi Sunday worship 9am &
10:45am

Christ Lutheran Church
3300 Jupiter Drive ~ Chalmette
(504) 342-2830
Sunday Worship  10:00 am
Bible Study Sunday  9:00 am

Christian Fellowship 
Family Worship Center
5816 E. Judge Perez Dr, Violet •
324-4092
Sun. Service 8am
Wed. Bible Study 6pm

A Closer Walk, Meeting 
the Need Ministry
682-0333 • 6201 E. St Bernard Hwy,
Violet, La 70092
Sun. Service 8am
Mon. Bible Study 6:30 pm
Thurs. prayer service 6:30 pm

Corinne Missionary 
Baptist Church
5620 E. Judge Perez Dr. 272-0558
Sun. school, 10am, worship 8am
Bible study 7pm Wed.

Cornerstone Church of 
God 343-8446
4905 E. St. Bernard Hwy., Violet 
www.Cornerstone-stb.net
Sun. school 9:30am, worship
10:30am

Covenant United Meth-
odist Church
115 E. D’Amour St. • 271-3763
Sun. Service 11am

Delacroix Hope Baptist 
Mission 452-6092
1932 Bayou Rd, St. Bernard
Sun. worship 11am
Bible Study 10am

Faith Baptist Church of 
Chalmette 682-1144
4825 E. St. Bernard Hwy. Sun.
School 10am, Service 11am and
6pm • Wed. 7pm

First Asia Baptist 
Church 432-2525
2408 Walkers Ln, Meraux Sun.
School 10:30am, worship 8am
Thur. Bible Study 7pm

First Baptist Church of 
Chalmette 277-2939
305 E. St. Bernard Hwy.
Sun. Fellowship 9:30am, Service
10:45am & 6pm • Wed. Service
6:30pm

First Baptist Church of 
Verrett 682-0743
3737 Bayou Rd., St. Bernard Sun.
School 9:30am, worship 11am
Wed. Bible Study 7pm

First Pentecostal 
Church of Chalmette
2015 Palmisano Blvd., 710-0600
Sun. School 10:30am
Wed. Bible Study 7:30pm
Fri. Youth Service 7:30pm

Freedom For Life 
Christian Fellowship
1010 East Judge Perez, Chalmette
• 421-6132 Sun. Worship 10am
& 7pm

Garden of Prayer Fami-
ly Worship Center
419-0288 • 2605 Munster, Meraux
Sun. Service 8am • Wed. Service
7pm

Gethsemane Lutheran 
Church 271-4254
2825 Paris Rd, Chalmette 

Worship 9am • Sun. School
10:30am

Gospel Temple 272-0123 •
301 E. Morales (behind Breaux Mart)
Chalmette, LA
Sunday 10:30AM • Wed. 7:00pm

Greater Mount Olive 
Baptist Church 272-0392
1904 Goodwill Dr, Violet. Sun. school
8am, worship 9am • Thur. 7pm

Greater Round Hill 
Baptist Church
905-9162 • 2213 Canal St, Violet
Sunday worship 11am
Wed Bible study 7pm

Greater South Shore 
F.G.B.C. 
“Rebuilding the family Structure”
7408 west Judge Perez Dr., Arabic,
La 70032 • 278-8854
Sun. worship 9:00am
Wed Bible study (Bread of Life) 6:45

High Praise Fellowship
781-4414 • 120 E. Solidelle, Ste.
A, Chalmette,  Sun. service 10am 

Lighthouse Pentecos-
tal Church 272-0785•7724 E.
St. Bernard Hwy., Violet Sun. school
10am, worship 11am
Wed. Bible Study 7pm

Living Cornerstone 
Church International
714 W. St. Bernard Pkwy.,
Braithwaite 228-6401
Sun. service 10am

Nabi Healing Center
7451 W. St. Bernard Hwy, Arabi.
Sunday 5-8pm

New Birth Ministries
6321 Louis Elam St, Violet, 
301-9282
Wed. Church School 6pm
Sun. service 10:30am

One in Christ Church
530 East Judge Perez Dr, Chalmette
682-1117 Sun. service 10am

Our Lady of Prompt 
Succor Catholic 
Church 271-3441
2320 Paris Rd, Chalmette masses:
Sat. 4pm • Sun. 7am, 8:30am,
10:30am & 7pm (Spanish) 2pm

Our Lady of Lourdes 
Catholic Church 682-7070
2621 Colonial Blvd., Violet Masses
Mon., Wed., Thurs & Fri. 8:30am •
Tues. 6:30pm • Sat. 4pm • Sun.
9&11am

Poydras Baptist 
Church of St. Bernard
8213 Saro Lane. 237-3538
Sun. Bible study 9:30am, worship
10:30am

Praise Temple Fellow-
ship 650-1794
7517 E. St. Bernard Hwy., Violet 
Sun. 10:30am
Bible Study Thur. 7pm

Second Missionary 
Baptist Church 278-2338
2109 Caluda Lane, Violet
Sun. service 8am
Wed. Bible Study 7pm

St. Bernard Baptist 
Church 881-6723
2615 Jacob, Chalmette
Sun. service at 11am

St. Bernard Catholic 
Church 281-2267
2805 Bayou Rd, St. Bernard masses
Mon/Wed/Fri 8:30am Sun. 9am

St. John Baptist 
Church 654-9567
7047 Hwy. 39, Braithwaite 
Sun. Sch. 10am
Sun. Ser. 11am • Wed 6:30pm

St. Luke Baptist 
Church 682-3718 or 418-7492
126 Poindexter Lane, Braithwaite
Sun. worship 8am

St. Thomas Catholic 
Church
17605 Hwy. 15, Pointe a la Hache
masses: Sat. 6pm • Sun. 9am

Third Missionary 
Baptist Church 272-0504
206 Armstrong Lane, St. Bernard
Sun. worship 10am

Trumpet of Truth 
Ministry 7451 W. St. Bernard
Hwy, Arabi. Sun. School 9am •
Sevice 10am
Tues. & Thurs Bible Study 7pm

World Prayer 
Tabernacle (S) 277-4555
4030 Paris Rd. Chalmette
Sun. service 10am
Youth Service Wed. 7pm
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$1.50 DOMESTIC BEERS • $0.50 OFF ALL IMPORTS

$1 SCHNAPPS SHOTS

8751 W Judge Perez Dr. Chalmette, Louisiana
(504) 309-7548

FRIDAY
$2 SHOTS of 

Fireball, Rumpleminze
and Barenjager 

all day and night!

BREWSTER’S
Fun, Food & Spirits

SATURDAY
$3 Margaritas

SUNDAY
$3 Bloody

Mary’s

KITCHEN OPEN
till 11PM on
Saturday!

 

Brewster’s 
has Lenten Specials

You can also add seafood to any of our salads.

Louisiana Senate President John A. Alario, Jr. issued a 
proclamation calling a special election to fill the District 2 seat 
vacated by former Senator Troy Brown. The general election is 
set for April 29, 2017. Qualifying for the District 2 seat is from 8 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. on March 15th, March 16th and March 17th. 
If a runoff is needed, it will be held on May 27, 2017.

Senate Presient Alario sets dates for 
special election to fill District 2 seat

St. Bernard 9/10 Year Old All-Stars Region 2 Champions Team on their way to Nationals
The St. Bernard 9/10 All-Stars are on their way to Nationals. The 

team advanced on Friday night to the winners bracket after de-
feating South Lafourche by a score of 68-20. They continued their 
winning streak on Saturday by defeating Thibodaux by a score of 
50-35 and in second game defeating Terrebonne by a score of 32-
25. The All-Stars played their final game on Sunday by defeating 
Thibodaux for a second time by a score of 48-23. The Region 2 
Champions will travel to the Westbank this weekend to compete in 
Nationals. Good luck guys!

To view more photos visit www.facebook.com/StBGov
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Coastal Parishes meet with Governor’s staff to discuss the
2017 Master Plan and other issues affecting coastal communities

Volunteers needed to plant 
Cypress Trees in Caenarvon

Eight Parish Presidents and 
other staff members of various 
coastal parishes met in Baton 
Rouge with Johnny Bradberrry, 
CPRA Chairman and Executive 
Assistant to the Governor for 
Coastal Activities, and mem-
bers of his staff to discuss the 
draft of the 2017 Master Plan as 
it relates to diversions and the 
specific challenges faced by the 
coastal parishes. In attendance 
from St. Bernard Parish were 
Parish President Guy McInnis, 
Councilmembers Kerri Callais 
and Richie Lewis and Coastal 
Director John Lane.

St. Bernard Parish Government and the Lake Pon-
tchartrain Basin Foundation (LPBF) will be planting cy-
press trees in the Caernarvon area on March 11th and 
18th. The planting is being sponsored by the St. Ber-
nard Wetlands Foundation, Meraux Foundation, and the 
Restore the Earth Foundation. Volunteers are needed 
for both days. To volunteer visit the links below.

Saturday, March 11th
https://jvgrave1.wufoo.com/forms/zbx6t8v158af30/

Saturday, March 18th
https://jvgrave1.wufoo.com/forms/m1d40k0r0cp1c67/

The LPBF and its partners have been engaged in  
cypress reforestation efforts in the Caernarvon area 
since 2011. The 2017 planting is intended to build  
upon the previous work of the LPBF by adding 2,400 
cypress trees to a 12-acre site near the exterior of the 
levee system.

The 7/8s All-Star
Basketball Team to

participate in Regionals
The 7/8 All-Star Basketball Team will participate in the 

Regional Tournament from March 3rd to March 5th in 
Terrebonne Parish.

Pictured on the bottom row from L-R are Carson Chiappetta, Caden White, 
Greg Ruiz, Logan Hartwick, Roux Guerra. On the front row are Jayden 
Hartwick, Jackson Nunez, Sawyer Sloan, Hunner Kelley, Kyler Tipton, Har-
rison Nunez-trainerCoaches Ross Chiappetta and Randy Nunez. Not pic-
tured is Graeyson Vado.

2016 Tree Planting in Caenarvon. Photo by Lenor Duplessis.



 Wednesday, March 8, 2017 - The St. Bernard News Community   5

St. Bernard Parish Library has the luck of the Irish

Hopedale Marina celebrated their Grand Opening

The St. Bernard Parish Library has found 
the fabled pot of gold at the end of the rain-
bow as it celebrates St. Patrick’s Day with 

not one, but two visits by Mr. Patrick McCa-
rty from the Irish Cultural Museum in New 
Orleans.  

On Saturday, March 11th, Mr. McCarty 
will be the featured speaker at the library’s 
Calling All Adults program set for 10:30 a.m. 
at the library’s main branch located at 2600 
Palmisano Blvd., in Chalmette.  

Hibernophiles, or people who love all 
things Irish, will enjoy the free hour-long 
program entitled, St. Patrick’s Day: In New 
Orleans, American, and Abroad. 

Information about the cultural and his-
torical significance of St. Patrick’s Day in 
our area, throughout the United States and 
elsewhere in the world will be discussed. A 
brief question and answer session will fol-
low. 

Younger readers will be treated to anoth-
er visit with Mr. McCarty when he returns as 
a guest reader

at the library’s Tales on Tuesdays 1 p.m. 

session on March 14th. He will share an 
Irish tale and participants will make a take-
home craft.  All materials will be provided 
for this free story time session.

Mr. Patrick McCarty is the curator for the 
Irish Cultural Museum. He’s been with the 
museum since February of 2016.

Prior to being hired by the Irish Cultural 
Museum, Mr. McCarty was involved in library 
work, first as an assistant then supervisor in 
his native Livingston, LA and Jackson, MS. 
Mr. McCarty is an alumnus of Baton Rouge 
Community College and Southeastern Lou-
isiana University in Hammond, LA. 

Mr. McCarty is proud of his Irish roots and 
has had a lifelong fascination with Ireland 
and Irish affairs, culture and history. He cur-
rently resides in Livingston, LA.

For more information, please stop by the 
library at 2600 Palmisano Blvd., call us at 
504-279-0448, visit our website at www.
mysbpl.org or like us on Facebook.

Hopedale Marina held a Grand Opening 
Celebration at 7600 Hopedale Highway in 
St. Bernard. Owner Pat Turner was joined 
by his wife Assessor Jaylynn Bergeron 
Turner, family, friends and a number of 
other parish officials including Parish 
Judge Jeanne Juneau, Parish CAO Ron-
nie Alonzo and Chamber President Eliza-
beth Frost. 

Hopedale Marina (formerly Breton 
Sound Marina) is a destination place for 
fishing, hunting, camping and other out-
door activities. Live bait – boat shed rent-
als – RV Campground – Kayak destination 
and plenty of tackle and boating supplies.  
The Marina is open daily from 6:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. Hopedale Marina is a terrific 
launch and fishing at its best. For more in-
formation call 504-676-FISH (3474) or visit 
www.facebook.com/hopedalemarina.

Patrick McCarty, from the Irish Cultural Museum.

Photo by Lenor Duplessis.

66th tax preparer charged with fraud
A Louisiana tax preparer fac-

es felony charges for a fraud 
scheme that cost taxpayers an 
estimated $300,000.

Melissa Cato, of Gibsland, al-
legedly altered clients’ state in-
come tax returns to claim fabri-
cated losses for businesses that 
did not exist. 

Tax auditors with the Louisi-
ana Department of Revenue no-
ticed a suspicious pattern with 

hundreds of returns Cato filed 
in the tax years 2012 through 
2015. Investigators determined 
that many of the clients had 
never owned or operated busi-
nesses, and had not claimed 
any business losses when they 
provided Cato with their tax re-
cords.

 Cato was booked into the 
East Baton Rouge Parish Pris-
on on Wednesday, February 22 

on charges of Principal to Fil-
ing or Maintaining False Public 
Records and Principal to Ille-
gal Transmission of Monetary 
Funds. 

She is the 66th person arrest-
ed under a joint anti-tax fraud 
initiative of the Department of 
Revenue and the state Attorney 
General’s office.

Melissa Cato, booking photo.
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Gertie C. Leidinger
Gertie C. Leidinger passed away peacefully 

in her sleep on Monday, February 27, 2017 at 
the age of 83.  Beloved wife of the late Henry 
Leidinger. Loving mother of Angel Hernandez 
(Robin), Toni Tritt (Mark), Kim Jones (Terry), Jeri 
Hernandez, Henry Leidinger and Louis “Doo-
dy” Leidinger. Sister of Loretta Dardar. Proud 
grandmother of 10 grandchildren and 16 great 
grandchildren. Also survived by many nieces, 
nephews and friends. 

Gertie was born on December 3, 1933 in New Orleans, LA and was 
a lifelong resident of St. Bernard Parish. She was a loving and de-
voted mother and enjoyed spending time with her family. Gertie will 
be forever remembered and deeply missed by her family and friends.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a visitation to be held 
at St. Bernard Memorial Funeral Home, 701 W. Virtue St., Chalmette, 
LA on Saturday, March 4, 2017 from 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. A funeral 
service will begin at 1:00 p.m.  She will be laid to rest in St. Ber-
nard Catholic Cemetery, St. Bernard, LA. To view and sign the Family 
Guestbook, please visit www.stbernardmemorial.com

Amy Marie Williams
Amy Marie Williams was called to 

be with our Heavenly Father on Thurs-
day, February 23, 2017, at the age of 
39. She was born in New Orleans, LA 
to Suzette Shows Williams (L.J. Si-
mon) and the late Robert Williams, Sr. 
(Carol Williams). Amy is the sister of 
Robert F. Williams, Jr. (Ninosca Hoey) 
and nephew Robert F. Williams, III, her 
brother Paul “Buddy” Williams and 

sister Angelle Clark. Loving fiancé of Gerard Roach. Loving 
granddaughter of Wilmot R. Show and the late Florine L. 
Shows; and the late Alois Williams and Rosalie Williams.  
She leaves behind a host of aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends.  Amy was a lifelong resident of St. Bernard Par-
ish, she attended St. Bernard High School, Class of 1996 
where she graduated with honors and was Salutatorian. 
She also was a graduate of Elaine P. Nunez Community 
College. Amy was a remarkable young lady who enjoyed 
life to the fullest and would socialize with anyone.  Amy will 
be sadly missed and was loved by so many, she will remain 
in our hearts forever.  Relatives and friends of the family are 
invited to attend a Mass of Christian Burial at Our Lady of 
Lourdes Catholic Church, 2621 Colonial Blvd., Violet, LA on 
Monday, March 6, 2017 at 1:00 p.m. Visitation from 10:30 
a.m. until Mass begins. Interment immediately following at 
St. Bernard Catholic Cemetery in Toca, St. Bernard Par-
ish. Flowers and donations to the family would be greatly 
appreciated. Arrangements entrusted to Serenity Funeral 
Home, Covington, LA (504) 875-1131.

Kathryn Wightkin
Kathryn “Kathy” Wightkin, 66 passed away Tuesday, February 28 on Mardi Gras 

Day in her beloved city, New Orleans. She had a brief and courageous battle with 
cancer and was surrounded by family. She was born and raised in Chalmette, Louisi-
ana and has spent her adult days as a fixture in her neighborhood, the historic French 
Quarter.

She went to Andrew Jackson High School, attended LSU and graduated from 
University of New Orleans. She worked for the state Office of Family Services and 
spent most of her career with the state Office of Mental Health at Charity Hospital in 
the psychiatric ward. She braved Hurricane Katrina with her patients at Charity and 
traveled to safety with them to Central Louisiana State Hospital. She was a volunteer 
with NO/AIDS Task Force from its inception until 2001. She traveled the world and 
lived life on her own terms. She built a family of friends at the Bourbon Pub, the Pet 
Asylum and with anyone else who had the pleasure of getting to know her.

Kathy was preceded in death by her parents William and Joyce Wightkin and her 
older brother George “Buddy” Wightkin and her niece Shelly Wightkin. She was the 
oldest daughter and is survived by her brothers Donald Wightkin (Sally) and William 
Wightkin (Lauren) and sisters Margaret Sims (Steve), Joyce Sullivan (Don), and Steph-
anie Sexton (Bill). She has many nieces, nephews, great nieces and great nephews 
and as said by them “everyone should have a redheaded aunt.” She is the proud 
mother of two rescue dogs Max and Jax who gave her as much love as she shared 
with all of us.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a memorial gathering to be held at St. 
Bernard Memorial Funeral Home, 701 W. Virtue St., Chalmette, LA on Saturday, 
March 18th from 12:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m., followed by a celebration of her life begin-
ning at 2:00 p.m. Her burial will be private.

In the spirit of Kathy say hello to strangers, become friends with your neighbors, 
and embrace the happy in life.

In lieu of flowers, please consider a donation in memory of Kathy to the French 
Quarter Pet Asylum, c/o Brenda Laura, 513 Dumaine St, New Orleans, LA 70116.

To view and sign the Family Guestbook, please visit www.stbernardmemorial.com.

Leah Cazenave England
Leah Cazenave England passed away on Wednes-

day, February 22, 2017 at the age of 58. She was 
the cherished wife of 38 years to the late David Lee 
England, Sr. Beloved mother of David Lee England, 
Jr. (Nicole) and Brandy Lynn England. Daughter of the 
late Michel and Azalie Scarborough Cazenave. Sister 
of the late JoAnn Morrison, Michel Cazenave, Danny 
Cazenave, Eugene Cazenave and Adrian Cazenave. 
Proud grandmother of David Lee England III, Gracie 
Mae Stall and Grant Michael England. Leah was a 

native of New Orleans and a longtime resident of St. Bernard Parish. She 
loved raising her children, spending time with friends, loving and caring 
for animals and growing her rose bushes. She was well loved and will be 
deeply missed by her family and by all those whose lives she touched.

Relatives and friends are invited to attend a memorial gathering to be 
held at St. Bernard Memorial Funeral Home, 701 W. Virtue St., Chalmette, 
LA on Saturday, March 11th from 9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., followed by a 
memorial service in her memory beginning at 11:00 a.m.  Her interment 
will be private. To view and sign the Family Guestbook, please visit www.
stbernardmemorial.com



Services
Naquin’s Lawn Service, full lawn care, trash & junk hauling, gutters cleaned, 
small demo. Born and raised in the parish, proudly serving our community. 
(601) 215- 6982 

Bucket truck services, tree trimming, painting or any other hard to reach jobs. 
Local references, we take no money until the job is finished and you are sat-
isfied, 223-0268

Mike’s Lawn Care, full service, quality work. Free estimates, Call 481-4286.

Plumbing
Larry’s Plumbing, Sewer & Drain Cleaning. Senior citizens discount. Now 
accepting all major credit cards and debit cards! Locally owned & operated by 
Larry Merritt. State Lic #LJP3610, #68 W. Claiborne Square, Chalmette, LA. 
(504)277-1528 or (504) 669-4471

Garage Sales
Multi Families:2204 Victor St. Chalmette, Friday March 10  & Sat. March 11, 
8AM till, plenty of everything! 

Multi families:316 W. St. Avide St. Chalmette,  Sat. March 11, 8AM till 3PM. 
Clothes, formal wear, shoes, household items, children’s books and much more. 

Yard Sale: 2708 Blanchard Dr., Sat. March 11, 9 til 3, No early birds. 

2208 Legend, Sat. March 11, 8AM till 4PM, No early birds! 

For Sale
St. Bernard Memorial Gardens Cemetary, two plots, Lots 223-234, located in 
Garden area, valued at $7,000. Will take $5,500. Call (504) 239-1156.

St. Bernard Memorial Garden, new mausoleum,  holds 4, Valued at $6,600.  
Asking $5,000. 601- 798-2207 

DIRECTV, NFL Sunday Ticket (free!) 2/ Choice All-Included Package. $60/
mo for 24 months. No upfront costs or equipment to buy. Ask about next day 
installation! 1-800-867-9130

DISH NETWORK, NEW FLEX PACK. Select the channels you want. Free 
installation, Free streaming. $39.99/24 months, ADD internet for $14.95 a 
month. Call 1-800-989-3619 

3-ROOM FURNITURE SPECIAL!  7 piece living room set with 5 piece dining 
room and 6 piece queen bedroom including mattress and foundation only 
$1,999.  Additional 10% saving with your tax refund check at Courtesy Dis-
count Furniture, Appliances and Mobile Homes, 7777 West St.
Bernard Hwy. in Arabi. (504) 277-8106 

Portable Oxygen Concentrator. May be covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
Independence and mobility with company design and long lasting battery of 
Inogen One. Free information kit! Call 800-406-9153.

Help Wanted
Looking to earn money on your schedule? Have a car? Drive with Uber. Call: 
800-579-9097

Corrugated Industries is looking for an experienced receptionist.8 till 4:30 
Monday - Friday, apply within. 5001 Paris Rd. Chalmette, LA (504) 277-7541 

For Rent
Rental house fully furnished. For construction workers and others. (504) 682-
4900

3/4 bedrooms,2.5 baths, 555 Golden Court, no pets, $1300 monthly, $1300 
deposit. 512-0550 

310 Trist Place, lovely neighborhood near school,  two bedrooms, one full 
bath, half double, washer dryer hookups central air heat, ceramic tile through 
out, private parking, lawn maintained, $795 monthly, $700 deposit. 874-6696 

2913 Palmetto, Chalmette, 3 bedroom house, newly renovated, all appliances, 
fenced back yard, patio, Section 8 welcome, pets ok with $400. pet deposit, 
$1200 monthly, $1200 deposit. (504) 430-5393 

3 Bdrm/2 Bath Single Family Home. Convenient location: Gas Stove, DW, 
Microwave; Central Air/Heat, Fenced Yard. 1 Yr. Lease. $1200 + $1300 De-
posit. Call 276-2569. 

Chalmette, 3 bedrooms, two baths, pristine condition, $900 monthly, plus $900 
deposit. Call 919-4148. 

Near Nunez College, 3620 Park, brand new, kitchen, bath, living room, per-
fect for single person, all appliances including washer/dryer furnished, $700. 
monthly/$700 deposit, water paid, no smoking/no pets. (504) 451-5673

Rentals-Miscellaneous
A-Superior Self Storage. All inside units, controlled climate. (504)352-3635

Mobile Home Lots/Rent
Mobile homes and RV’s furnished for rent. Water & Sewage paid, RV lots 
for rent, paved streets and paprking,laundry service provided, cable and 
internet available $600. all utilities paid,no deposit required. 682-4900

Commercial Property/Lease
Chalmette-Office/Retail

Space now Available in the Arena Center and Franklin Square $475.- 
$1100. monthly. Electric and water paid in some units.
Office or retail space in Franklin Sq. (next to China Ruby) 1250 to 2650 sq. 
ft. Call Frank or Doug, 333-6336 or 234-1911.

Real Estate
2909 Deer Creek, Violet, 1320 sq. ft. with carport. (504) 214-4116 or (504) 
277-8106

Miscellaneous
DIRECTTV, NFL Sunday Ticket (Free!) w/Choice All-Included Package, $60/
mo for 24 months. No upfront cost or equipment to buy. Ask about next day 
installation! 1-800-867-9130 

Notices
Stop OVERPAYING FOR YOUR PRESCRIPTIONS! SAVE! Call our licensed 
Canadian and International pharmacy, compare prices and get $25.00 off your 
first prescription! call 1-800-908-5043 Promo Code CDC201625

Memorials

Robert John Munoz
9/8/87 to 3/16/10

It has been 6 long years since you have been gone.
No matter how many years go by it never gets easier and we never forget 

about you. We will be there on 3/16/16 to bring you flowers and say a prayer 
for you. 

We love you and miss you so much. We miss your voice, laugh, smile 
and loving and caring ways. 

Kylie loves you and misses you so much. You would be so proud to see 
what a beautiful , wonderful and loving person she is growing up to be.  We 
know you are watching over her and keeping her safe.

We know we will see you again one day. Until then, know how much we 
love and miss you.

Love, Mom, Kylie, Maw-Maw, Paw-Paw, Scooby, family and friends 

 Wednesday, March 8, 2017 - The St. Bernard News Classifieds   7

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING



8   Community & News  Wednesday, March 8, 2017 - The St. Bernard News

Office of State Parks revises fee structure

St. Bernard Parish Parks and Recreation/
Leisure Program hosted a 2 day Mardi Gras Mini Camp

The Office of State Parks announces up-
dates to regulations and necessary fee ad-
justments, effective March 1. In addition to 
fee changes, guests now will be charged 
applicable state and local sales taxes. Ex-
isting reservations for overnight accommo-
dations will be honored at the price struc-
ture in place when the reservations were 
originally made.

Overnight fees will change as follows:
•  Cabins: $85-$150/night, Sunday - 

Thursday nights; $95-$175/night, Fri-
day-Saturday nights

•  Lodges: $155-$175/night, Sunday - 
Thursday nights; $210-$225/night, Fri-

day-Saturday nights
•  Camping: $20-$30/night, Sunday - 

Thursday nights; $28-$33/night, Fri-
day-Saturday nights

Policy changes include:
•  Reservations can be made up to 13 

months in advance of arrival date.
•  Active duty military personnel and one 

immediate family member shall receive 
a 50 percent discount for day use en-
try to a state park, historic site or world 
heritage site by presenting a current, 
valid military photo ID.

A list of all fee and policy changes can be 
found at LaStateParks.com.

Revenue from fees go toward the oper-
ations and maintenance of Louisiana State 
Parks sites. For more information regarding 
Louisiana State Parks, visit LaStateParks.
com or follow Louisiana State Parks on 
Facebook and Twitter.

Leisure Coordinator, Denise Montalbano, helped the participates 
make an Easter Basket and other crafts. The girls later filled their 
baskets with candy and treats. Participants were Monica Bertucci 
of OLPS School and Haleen Cazaubon of Joseph Davies School. 
The girls had a blast playing with all of the crafts they made includ-
ing an Easter bunny made from a wash cloth. 

3358 Paris Road     Chalmette

270-0999
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schools’ student populations by 
anywhere between 100 to 200 
students.

Superintendent Doris Voitier 
explained that fewer students 
will result in improved stu-
dent-to-teacher ratios.

“Elementary school is the 
foundation for our students’ ed-
ucation, and as a district, we 
are committed to providing our 
students with an ideal class-
room environment. In order to 
obtain that environment, we 
try our very best to maintain a 
20:1 student-teacher ratio – 
even though the law allows us 
to have as many as 33 students 
in a classroom. However, given 
the high numbers of students 
at the four elementary schools 
impacted, we are currently not 
able to maintain those ratios,” 
Voitier said.

In order to ease the transition 
for students and families im-

pacted by redistricting, board 
members and administrators 
have adopted several policies.

Students entering their exit 
year this fall – incoming fifth 
graders – will be given the op-
tion to either attend the school 
in their new district or remain at 
the school they currently attend 
if transportation can be provid-
ed by the family.

Also, students can continue 
to wear the generic school uni-
form – white oxford shirt, khaki 
colored or navy pants, dress 
shorts, or skirts and jumpers for 
girls. Students will also be al-
lowed to wear school shirts with 
the logos or colors from their 
previous school until the stu-
dent outgrows the uniform.

Parents or families with any 
additional questions regarding 
the new district lines can con-
tact their student’s principal or 
call the district’s central office at 

504-301-2000.
Attendance Zones:
Arabi Elementary
•  South of Judge Perez Drive 

– from the Orleans Parish 
Line up to, but not includ-
ing, Pirate Drive

•  North of Judge Perez Drive 
– from the Orleans Parish 
Line up to the Chalmette 
Vista Canal (not including 
De La Ronde Drive)

Chalmette Elementary
•  South of Judge Perez Drive 

– from and including Pirate 
Drive, up to and including 
the west side of Paris Rd.

•  North of Judge Perez Drive 
– from and including De La 
Ronde Drive to the Guic-
hard Canal, not including 
Packenham Drive 

Davies Elementary
•  The western boundary of 

the attendance zone will be 
the refinery

•  The eastern boundary re-
mains Meraux Lane

Lacoste Elementary
•  North of Judge Perez Drive 

– from and including Golden 
Drive to the refinery

•  Between Judge Perez Drive 
and St. Bernard Highway 
– from and including Gallo 
Drive to the refinery

Meraux Elementary
•  North of Judge Perez Drive – 

from and including Packen-
ham Drive up to the DeLaR-
onde Canal, not including 
Golden Drive

•  Between Judge Perez Drive 
and St. Bernard Hwy. – from 
the east side of Paris Road 
up to and including Chalona 
Drive

•  South of St. Bernard Hwy. – 
from the east side of Paris 
Road to the refinery

DISTRICT LINES from Page 1

Chalmette High School senior Kenny Nguyen National Merit Finalist
Kenny Nguyen is one of some 

15,000 seniors nationwide to  
be recognized as a National 
Merit Finalist and becomes the 
third Chalmette High School  
senior in three years to receive 
the honor.

The National Merit Scholar-
ship Program is an academic 
competition that recognizes 
the nation’s most promising 
students. Nearly 1.6 million 
students enter the competition 
each year vying for millions of 
dollars in scholarship money.

Nguyen is a true product 
of St. Bernard Parish Public 
Schools, having attended ele-
mentary school at Joe Davies 
and middle school at Trist be-
fore becoming a CHS Owl.

Nguyen has dedicated his 
time at CHS in many produc-
tive ways – he is a member of 
the award winning Academic 
Games Team and Cross Coun-
try Team; he is also a member 
of many service and academic 
oriented organizations such as 
Interact Club, Beta Club, and 
Mu Alpha Theta.

Nguyen said he is incredibly 
honored to receive this des-
ignation, and he credits the 
teachers and curriculum at 
CHS for helping him achieve so 
much.

“I have had the opportunity 

to take many rigorous courses 
from some influential teach-
ers,” Nguyen said. “I also be-
lieve there is a support system 
here and a positive culture of 
academic competition that has 
made me strive for my best in 

all that I do.”
Nguyen specifically thanks 

Mrs. Kim Campbell, Mrs. Ra-
chel McCloskey, and Mr. Dirk 
Tillman for their influence and 
instruction over his years at 
CHS.

Kenny Nguyen is one of some 15,000 seniors nationwide to be recognized as a National Merit Finalist and becomes the third Chal-
mette High School senior in three years to receive the honor.
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Staffing underway for new Arlene Meraux Elementary School

March 6 – 10, 2017 is Severe Weather Awareness Week

Lacoste Elementary Assistant 
Principal Natalie Albers was ap-
pointed the new principal of Ar-
lene Meraux Elementary School 
at a recent St. Bernard Parish 

School Board meeting.
Albers has been in the school 

system for 15 years. She has 
taught at Smith Elementary, An-
drew Jackson Elementary, and 
Lacoste Elementary. Albers also 
served as the master teacher at 
Smith Elementary before being 
named assistant principal at La-
coste Elementary in 2012.

Superintendent Doris Voiti-
er announced the appointment 
by saying, “Albers’s incredi-
ble leadership, her experience 
opening a new school, and the 
fact that she will be very familiar 
with in excess of 300 students 
transferring from the Lacoste 
Elementary campus makes us 
confident in her abilities to lead 
what we are sure will be anoth-
er high performing school in our 
district.”

Now that the district lines 
have been approved and the 
principal named, administrators 
will begin the process of staffing 
the teachers for the new school.

The number of teachers at 
any given school is determined 
by the student population. Be-
cause of the new district zones, 
the student populations at each 
of the schools will be smaller. 
Thus, schools will need fewer 
teachers.

Teachers from each of the 
four elementary schools- Arabi, 
Chalmette, Lacoste, and Da-
vies Elementary – will be given 
the option to transfer to the new 
school. These decisions will 
be made over the next several 
months.

Furthermore, all student ser-
vices provided at the four ele-

mentary schools will also be of-
fered at the new school.

Superintendent Doris Voitier 
does not believe that the district 
will need to undergo any major 
new hiring efforts.

“Some new hires will need to 
be made; however, we are pri-
marily shifting students and thus 
shifting resources among the 
five schools.  The new school 
will be comprised of veteran 
teachers who previously taught 
at our other elementary schools 
and new teachers,” Voitier ex-
plained.

For more information regard-
ing the new Arlene Meraux El-
ementary School, parents and 
families can contact either their 
student’s principal or the dis-
trict’s central office at 504-301-
2000.

Severe Weather Awareness 
Week is scheduled for March 6 
– 10, 2017, with the goal of pro-
moting severe weather safety 
related to tornadoes, damaging 
thunderstorm winds and large 
hail. As we approach the late 
winter and spring when severe 
weather is most frequent, this 
is a good time review severe 
weather safety procedures and 
plans. 

We will be posting severe 
weather safety tips each day 
on our social media during the 
Awareness Week. Here is the list 
of daily topics for our social me-
dia posts: 

Monday: 
Severe Thunderstorms 

All thunderstorms are dan-
gerous. Every thunderstorm 
produces lightning. While light-
ning fatalities have decreased 
over the past 30 years, lightning 
continues to be one of the top 
three storm-related killers in the 
United States. On average in 
the U.S., lightning kills 51 peo-
ple and injures hundreds more. 
Although most lightning victims 
survive, people struck by light-
ning often report a variety of 
long-term, debilitating symp-
toms. 

Other associated dangers 

of thunderstorms include tor-
nadoes, strong winds, hail and 
flash flooding. Flash flooding is 
responsible for more fatalities – 
more than 140 annually – than 
any other thunderstorm-associ-
ated hazard. Dry thunderstorms 
that do not produce rain that 
reaches the ground are most 
prevalent in the western United 
States. Falling raindrops evapo-
rate, but lightning can still reach 
the ground and can start wild-
fires. 

Tuesday: 
Flash Flooding 

Flash floods are exactly what 
the name suggests: floods that 
happen in a flash! Flash floods 
generally develop within 6 hours 
of the immediate cause. Causes 
of flash flooding include heavy 
rain, ice or debris jams, and le-
vee or dam failure. These floods 
exhibit a rapid rise of water over 
low-lying areas. In some cases, 
flooding may even occur well 
away from where heavy rain 
initially fell. This is especially 
common in the western United 
States where low lying areas 
may be very dry one minute, 
and filled with rushing water 
from upstream the next. 

There are many reasons that 
flash floods occur, but one of 

the most common is the result 
of copious amounts of rainfall 
from thunderstorms that cause 
flash flooding. This can also oc-
cur when slow-moving or mul-
tiple thunderstorms move over 
the same area. 

Wednesday: 
Tornadoes 

Tornadoes are nature’s most 
violent storms. Spawned from 
powerful thunderstorms, torna-
does can cause fatalities and 
devastate a neighborhood in 
seconds. A tornado appears  
as a rotating, funnel-shaped 
cloud that extends from a  
thunderstorm to the ground  
with whirling winds that can 
reach 300 miles per hour.  
Damage paths can be in excess 
of one mile wide and 50 miles 
long. Every state is at some 
risk from this hazard. Some 
tornadoes are clearly visible, 
while rain or nearby low-hang-
ing clouds obscure others. Oc-
casionally, tornadoes develop  
so rapidly that little, if any, ad-
vance warning is possible. Be-
fore a tornado hits, the wind 
may die down and the air may 
become very still. A cloud of de-
bris can mark the location of a 
tornado even if a funnel is not 
visible. Tornadoes generally oc-

cur near the trailing edge of a 
thunderstorm. It is not uncom-
mon to see clear, sunlit skies 
behind a tornado. 

Thursday: 
Lightning 

If you absolutely cannot get 
to safety, you can slightly lessen 
the threat of being struck with 
the following tips. But don’t kid 
yourself--you are NOT safe out-
side. Know the weather patterns 
of the area you plan to visit. For 
example, in mountainous areas, 
thunderstorms typically develop 
in the early afternoon, so plan 
to hike early in the day and be 
down the mountain by noon. 
Listen to the weather forecast 
for the outdoor area you plan to 
visit. The forecast may be very 
different from the one near your 
home. If there is a high chance 
of thunderstorms, stay inside. 

•  Avoid open fields, the top of 
a hill or a ridge top. 

•  Stay away from tall, isolated 
trees or other tall objects. If 
you are in a forest, stay near 
a lower stand of trees. 

•  If you are in a group, spread 
out to avoid the current 
traveling between group 
members. 

Natalie Albers named principal of the new 
Arlene Meraux Elementary School.

See WEATHER on Page 11
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Library hosts workshop series to end stress eating

Have you ever said that 
you overeat because you’re 
stressed, under pressure, ner-
vous, mad, sad, bored, or fo-
cused on your responsibilities? 
Do you reach for comfort foods 
when you have a “bad day?” 
Those are the same reasons 
why almost all weight reduc-
ing efforts result in re-gaining 
weight that has been lost. 

A psychologist and a nutri-
tionist have developed a new 

approach to discarding excess 
weight and to ending the cy-
cle of repeatedly losing and 
re-gaining more weight. They 
believe that overeating begins 
in the mind, and the mind is the 
place to end overeating. 

Their program, “Beneath the 
Weight” puts you in touch with 
what is happening in your mind 
when you overeat so that you 
can create and maintain a new 
eating lifestyle that is not con-

trolled by stress, moods, and 
emotions.

Starting Wednesday, March 
22nd, from 1:30pm to 4:00pm, 
the first of a series of three “Be-
neath the Weight” workshops 
will take place at the St. Bernard 
Parish Library’s main branch, lo-
cated at 2600 Palmisano Blvd., 
Chalmette. These workshops 
are designed to allow partici-
pants to explore topics that will 
help them end stress eating.  The 
second and third workshops in 
the series will be held on March 
29th and April 5th from 1:30pm 
to 4:00 pm. The topics are dif-
ferent at each workshop. The 
program is free and open to the 
public.

The workshops have no lec-
tures, diets, exercises, or prod-
ucts. Participants do self-fo-
cused activities about their 
current and past eating lifestyles 
and then help each other learn 
to live without stress eating. The 
participants agree to be posi-

tive, encouraging, and support-
ive when helping each other.

In the third of the three work-
shops, a nutrition specialist, an 
exercise coach, and support 
group members will do interac-
tive demonstrations about how 
they work with weight-chal-
lenged individuals. Each prac-
titioner offers the participants a 
free personal introduction to the 
services they provide.

The workshops are sponsored 
by the St. Bernard Parish Li-
brary and SelfCare Health Initia-
tives, an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization whose 
purpose is to help individuals 
lead healthier lives.

Group size is limited so inter-
ested participants are asked to 
register by calling the library at 
504-279-0448 to reserve a seat.  
For additional information please 
contact library staff member, 
Janet Perez or Paul Waldman at 
manager@BeneathTheWeight.
org or 504-220-2576.

•  If you are camping in an open area, set up camp in a valley, ra-
vine or other low area. Remember, a tent offers NO protection 
from lighting. 

• Stay away from water, wet items, such as ropes, and metal 
objects, such as fences and poles. Water and metal do not attract 
lightning but they are excellent conductors of electricity. The cur-
rent from a lightning flash will easily travel for long distances. 

Friday: 
Warning Reception 

• One of the most important precautions you can take to protect 
yourself and your family from severe weather is to remain weather 
aware. Being weather aware means you are informed of the weath-
er forecast and alert to the potential hazards. Knowing what to do 
and where to go when watches and warnings are issued is key to 
your safety, but a watch or warning is only helpful if you are aware 
of them. How do you receive information about watches and warn-
ings? With today’s technology there are many different ways to 
receive this information, including the internet, commercial TV and 
radio, and NOAA Weather Radio. However, all these technologies 
have one thing in common: It is up to you to remain weather aware 
and actively listen for watches and warnings! 

• WHAT TO LISTEN FOR: 
Watch: 
A watch is issued to give advance notice when conditions are 

favorable for the development of severe weather, whether it is se-
vere thunderstorms, tornadoes, or flash flooding. When a watch is 
issued for your area, it is time to take precautions and make sure 
you are prepared should bad weather strike. 

Warning: 
Warnings are issued when severe weather is occurring or im-

minent. When a warning is issued for your area, you should take 
action immediately to protect your life and your property.

WEATHER from Page 10
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Meraux Foundation land certified by LA 
Department of Economic Development

Meraux Foundation and 
SBEDF pursued certification to 

enrich St. Bernard Parish’s  
economic development resources

The Arlene and Joseph Mer-
aux Charitable Foundation has 
had 285.64 acres of a proper-
ty, known as the Sinclair Tract, 
certified by the Louisiana De-
partment of Economic Devel-
opment (LED). This certification 
will allow the site to be market-
ed to potential developers, and 
in turn, boost economic devel-
opment in St. Bernard Parish. 
The property, located at 3911 E. 
St. Bernard Highway, is the first 
in St. Bernard Parish ever to be 
certified.

“The Meraux Foundation has 

been very strategic about how 
we use our land resources to 
improve St. Bernard Parish. By 
certifying this site, we are put-
ting a large tract of land in com-
merce to help create jobs and 
new tax revenue for St. Bernard 
Parish,” said Rita Gue, the pres-
ident of the Meraux Foundation.

According to LED, “Certified 
Sites are development-ready 
industrial sites. LED certifica-
tion is granted after an exten-
sive application process and 
exhaustive review. The benefits 
of certification include official 
acknowledgement of a site’s 
suitability and readiness and 
improved success in the site se-
lection process. The program’s 

rigorous review process is con-
ducted by an independent, 
third-party engineering firm.”

“We are thrilled that the Mer-
aux Foundation has certified 
the Sinclair Tract, which as a 
result, adds a strong develop-
ment-ready site in St. Bernard 
to the State’s portfolio of sites. 
This is a major step for econom-
ic development in the parish,” 
said Andrew Jacques, the exec-
utive director of the St. Bernard 
Economic Development Foun-
dation who shepherded the cer-
tification process.

The Meraux Foundation pur-
sued certification to market the 
property for development that 
will improve St. Bernard Parish; 

thus, the Meraux Foundation 
will not sell or lease the prop-
erty to any project that would 
be considered environmentally 
hazardous or damaging to the 
quality of life in St. Bernard Par-
ish. Such operations include, 
but are not limited to, coal, 
scrap metal, or rubber/tire facil-
ities. There are no plans to use 
the property for river diversions. 
The Meraux Foundation also re-
quires that the large live oak tree 
on the property remain intact for 
perpetuity and is not cut down.

The tract is a total of 675 
acres. Specifications on the 
certified site can be viewed on 
LED’s website at http://LASite-
Selection.com/73im.
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An employee of a Shell 

gas station attacked and 
seriously injured

The night clerk of the Diaz Market Shell gas station near W. Es-
planade Ave and Clearview Pkwy was attacked and seriously in-
jured shortly before 3:00 a.m. this morning.  The 49 year-old female 
employee was transported to E.J. Hospital and is currently in sta-
ble condition.

“On behalf of the Diaz Family and all of our employees, our 
thoughts and prayers are focused on Mary’s full recovery,” said 
Giselle Diaz Eastlack, General Manager.  “We want to express our 
deep gratitude to the Jefferson Parish Sheriff Deputies for their 
quick response.  Since this is an on-going investigation by the Jef-
ferson Parish Sheriff’s Office, we will have no further comment on 
this incident. Any questions should be directed to the JPSO.

Diaz Market, includes over 18 stores across southeast Louisiana 
in Orleans, Jefferson, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa and East Baton 
Rouge parishes. A family owned business, now in its second gen-
eration, Maria and Mauricio Diaz opened the first Diaz Station in 
1996 in Jefferson Parish.
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